OUR HIDDEN HEROINES:
Women of the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha
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Judith 7: 19-27

The people of Israel cried out to the Lord their God, for their courage failed, because all their
enemies had surrounded them and there was no way of escape from them. The whole Assyrian
army, their infantry, chariots and cavalry, surrounded them for 34 days, until all the vessels of
water belonging to every inhabitant of Bethulia were empty. Their cisterns were going dry and
they did not have enough water to drink their fill for a single day because it was measured out to
them to drink. Their children lost heart and the women and young men fainted from thirst and
fell down in the streets of the city and in the passages through the gates. There was no strength
left in them any longer. Then all the people, the young men, the women, and the children
gathered about Uzziah and the rulers of the city and cried out with a loud voice, and said before
all the elders, “God be judge between you and us. For you have done us a great injury in not
making peace with the Assyrians. For now we have no one to help us. God has sold us into their
hands, to strew us on the ground before them with thirst and utter destruction. Now call them in
and surrender the whole city to the army of Holofernes and to all his forces to be plundered. For
it would be better for us to be captured by them, for we will be slaves, but our lives will be
spared and we will not witness the the death of our infants or see our wives and children draw
their last breath.

Judith 7:30-31

And Uzziah said to them, “Have courage my brothers. Let us hold out for five more days; by that
time the Lord our God will restore to us His mercy, for He will not forsake us utterly. But if
these days pass by, and no help comes for us, | will do what you say.”

Judith 8:1-8

At that time Judith heard about these things: she was the daughter of Merari, the son of Ox, son
of Joseph, son of Oziel, son of Elkiah, son of Ananias, son of Gideon, son of Raphaim, son of
Eliab, son of Nathanael, son of Salamiel, son of Sarasadai, son of Israel. Her husband Manasseh
who belonged to her tribe and family had died during the barley harvest. For as he stood
overseeing the men who were binding sheaves in the field, he was overcome by the burning heat
and took to his bed and died in Bethulia his city. So they buried him with his fathers in the field
between Dothan and Balamon. Judith had lived at home as a widow for three years and four
months. She set up a tent for herself on the roof of her house and girded sackcloth around her
loins and wore the garments of her widowhood. She fasted all the days of her widowhood,
except the day before the Sabbath and the Sabbath itself, the day before the new moon and the
day of the new moon and the feasts and days of rejoicing of the house of Israel. She was
beautiful in appearance, and had a very lovely face; and her husband Manasseh had left her gold
and silver and men and women slaves and cattle and fields and she maintained this estate. No
one spoke ill of her, for she feared God with great devotion.
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Judith 8:9-26

When Judith heard the wicked words spoken by the people against the ruler because they were
faint for lack of water, and when she heard all that Uzziah said to them, and how he promised
them under oath to surrender the city to the Assyrians after five days, she sent her maid, who was
in charge of all she possessed, to summon...the elders of her city. They came to her, and she
said to them: “Listen to me, rulers of the people of Bethulia! What you have said to the people
today is not right...Who are you that have put God to the test this day and are setting yourselves
up in the place of God among the sons of men...Do not provoke the Lord our God to anger. For
if He does not choose to help us within these five days, He has power to protect us within any
time he pleases or even to destroy us in the presence of our enemies. Do not try to bind the
purposes of the Lord our God; for God is not like a man to be threatened, nor like a human being
to be won over by pleading. Therefore, while we wait for His deliverance, let us call upon him
to help us, and he will hear our voice, if it pleases Him...In spite of everything, let us give thanks
to the Lord our God who is putting us to the test as he did our forefathers. Remember what he
did with Abraham, and how he tested Isaac and what happened to Jacob...

Judith 8:32-34

Judith said to them, “Listen to me. | am about to do a thing which will go down through all the
generations of our descendents...Only do not try to find out what | plan; for I will not tell you
until I have finished what I am about to do.

Judith 4:1-2

By this time the people of Israel living in Judea heard of everything that Holofernes, the general
of Nebuchadnezzar the King of the Assyrians, had done to the nations, and how he had
plundered and destroyed all their temples; they were therefore greatly terrified at his approach...

Susanna 19-21

Look, the garden doors are shut, no one sees us, and we are in love with you; so give us your
consent and lie with us. If you refuse, we will testify against you that a young man was with
you, and this was why you sent your maids away.

Susanna 22

Susanna sighed deeply and said, ‘I am hemmed in on every side. For if I do this thing, it is death
for me; and if 1 do not, I shall not escape your hands. | choose not to do it and to fall into your
hands rather than to sin in the sight of the Lord.” Then Susanna cried out with a loud voice and
the two elders shouted against her...And when the elders tld their tale, the servants were greatly
ashamed, for nothing like this had ever been said about Susanna.
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Susanna 31-41

Now, Susanna was a woman of great refinement, and beautiful in appearance. As she was
veiled, the wicked men ordered her to be unveiled that they might feast upon her beauty. But
her family and friends and all who saw her wept. Then the two elders stood up in the midst of
the people, and laid their hands upon her head. And she, weeping, looked up toward heaven for
her heart trusted in the Lord. The elders said “As we were walking in the garden alone, this
woman came in with two maid, shut the garden doors and dismissed the maids. Then a young
man who had been hidden came to her and lay with her. We were in a corner of the garden and
when we saw this wickedness we ran to them. WE saw them embracing, but we could not hold
the man, for he was too strong for us, and he opened the doors and dashed out. So we seized this
woman and asked her who the young man was, but she would not tell us. These things we
testify.” The assembly believed them because they were elders of the people and judges, and
they condemned her to death.

Susanna 52-63

...he summoned one of them and said to him...Now then, if you really saw her, tell me this:
Under what tree did you see them being intimate with each other?” He answered, “Under a
mastic tree.”...Then he put him aside and commanded them to bring the other. And he said to
him...”Now under what tree did you see them being intimate with each other?” He answered,
“Under an evergreen oak.”...Then all the assembly shouted loudly and blessed God who saves
those who hope in Him. And they rose against the two elders for out of their own mouths Daniel
had convicted them of bearing false witness; and they did to them as they had wickedly planned
to do to their neighbor; acting in accordance with the law of Moses, they put them to death...And
Hilkiah and his wife praised God for their daughter Susanna, and so did Joakim her husband and
all her kindred...”
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Jubilees 12:9
And in the fortieth jubilee, in the second week, in the seventh year thereof, Abram took to
himself a wife, and her name was Sarai, the daughter of his father, and she became his wife.
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Jubilees 14:3
And he said unto him: "This (man) will not be thy heir, but one that will come out of thine own
bowels; he will be thine heir.’
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Jubilees 14:22
And Sarai advised her husband Abram, and said unto him: 'Go in unto Hagar, my Egyptian maid:
it may be that I shall build up seed unto thee by her.’

0 1° 29D PRI
071y n"127 X NP1 DR NP PRY? DY DK DRIP) 12 77 N7 TOWR A7 22K 000X 1K)
PPN Y17

JOFA’s Fourth International Conference on Feminism and Orthodoxy
“Discovering / Uncovering / Recovering Women in Judaism”
Page 7



OUR HIDDEN HEROINES:
Women of the Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha

Jubilees 15:19
And God said: "Yea, and Sarah also shall bear thee a son, and thou shalt call his name Isaac, and
I will establish My covenant with him, an everlasting covenant, and for his seed after him.

m 29D NPWRI2

JINR RITY 20K 00D NYHW AIRY 5 IOWR 70T ,12-7371,720 DYD IR WK 23, IR0
Jubilees 16:16-19
And we returned in the seventh month, and found Sarah with child before us and we blessed him,
and we announced to him all the things which had been decreed concerning him, that he should
not die till he should beget six sons more, and should see (them) before he died; but (that) in
Isaac should his name and seed be called: And (that) all the seed of his sons should be Gentiles,
and be reckoned with the Gentiles; but from the sons of Isaac one should become a holy seed,
and should not be reckoned among the Gentiles. For he should become the portion of the Most
High, and all his seed had fallen into the possession of God, that it should be unto the Lord a
people for (His) possession above all nations and that it should become a kingdom and priests
and a holy nation. And we went our way, and we announced to Sarah all that we had told him,
and they both rejoiced with exceeding great joy.
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